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Unfortunately, these swamps are being cleared for development 

and logging. Tomistoma's beautiful narrow jaws mean that they 

also are easily trapped in fishing nets. The result is that 

Tomistoma schlegelii, like so many species, is fighting a battle 

to survive against the endless march of man.
    

Sadly, we do not even have the data to draw up accurate maps 

of past distribution for Tomistoma, let alone definitive current 

distributions. Given the lack of population data and the 

alarming trend of peat swamp habitat destruction, the 

Tomistoma Task Force (TTF) was formed by the IUCN's 

Crocodile Specialist Group in order to start a process to ensure 

Tomistoma schlegelii survival.
     

The first steps will be to establish through surveys and museum 

records, both historic and current distributions of the species. 

Given this initial data, we can then begin to understand the 

nature and degree of decline the species has been subjected to. 

Surveys will also start to fill in the gaps with data on the 

ecology and biology of Tomistoma schlegelii. 

Tomistoma schlegelii is a large, narrow-snouted species of crocodilian from SE Asia. Whilst it has a superficial 

resemblance to the gharial from the Indian subcontinent, researchers who look at physical evidence consider the two to 

be distant relatives. Molecular evidence (ie. DNA), on the other hand, indicates that these two long-snouted crocs may 

be closely related. The sad fact is that this beautiful animal is threatened with loss of habitat as well as accidental and 

deliberate mortality at the hands of people. Officially, it is classified as 'endangered', probably critically so.

Conservation efforts for the Tomistoma,  
Tomistoma schlegelii

The Tomistoma, like all crocodilians, 

hatches from an egg. In the case of 

Tomistoma schlegelii, this egg is 

very large, around 10cm long. It will 

eventually grow to exceed 5 m in 

length (for males), and 3.5m for 

females.
    

In life, this species is a rich brown 

colour, with darker splashes across 

its back and tail, and distinctive 

blotches on the sides of the jaw. 

These colours are retained 

throughout life, making adults of the 

species particularly striking.
     

Found in scattered localities through 

Malaysia and Indonesia, Tomistoma 

schlegelii is considered extinct in 

Thailand, and extirpated (ie. Wiped 

out!) from many of its historic 

locations. The preferred habitat of 

Tomistoma includes the rich peat 

swamp forests found within these 

countries. 

You can help us to establish the programs that will strengthen the future prospects of Tomistoma schlegelii. By becoming a 'Friend 

of Tomistoma', or perhaps a 'Partner of the TTF', you can contribute to our activities and be rewarded with acknowledgment and 

exclusive information from TTF. In effect, you become a part of the TTF and its activities. Together, we can ensure not only that 

Tomistoma schlegelii survives, but prospers.

The Tomistoma Task Force web site is where all the information on helping our conservation efforts can be found:

In order to fully prepare an effective management plan that will ensure Tomistoma survival into the future, 

we need to know how many there are, where they are, where they used to be found, precisely what habitat 

features are essential for its survival (ie. Nesting habitat and vegetation, vegetation necessary for hatchling 

protection, habitat and climate/season affects on reproduction), prey species (and subsequent habitat 

required to maintain abundance of prey species), life parameters, major threats and much more. 
    

It becomes obvious that a battle to save one species requires management of an entire ecosystem. So TTF 

seeks to save the ecosystems that support Tomistoma schlegelii. This will in turn ensure survival of many 

other species of animal and plant that share these areas.
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